
WHS Students and Parents –  

It’s the first day of May, and we have now completed four weeks of distance learning. 
Here are a few important updates from Waterford High School to end the week: 

 Grading Practices 

As I announced last week, the WHS faculty has been updating our grading practices to 
reflect the needs of students in these difficult times. Thanks to the feedback from our 
full faculty and many interested community members, we have crafted a plan. Our goal 
was to develop a plan that supports the success of students who are struggling right 
now while still maintaining student motivation to do their best work, providing as 
much continuity for students as possible, and providing opportunities for students to 
improve their grades through continued hard work. 

The attached Community FAQ sheet provides the details of the plan, but the highlights 
of the plan are that: 

 Teachers will continue with traditional assessment, grading, and reporting 
practices –what students and parents will see in PowerSchool on a daily basis is 
not changing.  

 The default grade for most students at the end of the marking period will be a 
letter grade identifying their level of performance during Quarter 4. This means 
that students who do particularly well during distance learning have the 
opportunity to improve their grades and GPA through their efforts.  

 Students who struggle during distance learning will receive a grade of either 
PASS of FAIL rather than a letter grade, and PASS grades will not impact GPA or 
end-of-course grades. These adjustments to grade reporting will be made at the 
end of the marking period.  

  

Graduation Planning Committee 

Although we do not know what the spring will bring, it is very unlikely that the 2020 
Graduation Ceremony will be able to look like previous years’ ceremonies, and we need 
to start planning for that. WHS is establishing a Graduation Planning Committee to 
work on this, and we want our plans to reflect the input of our seniors, their parents, 
and our faculty, so if you are any of these and are interested in participating either as a 
member of the Graduation Planning Committee or in focus group discussions about 
graduation, please email me at ahauser@waterfordschools.org to volunteer. 
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Distance Learning: Important Information and Reminders 

Once we got used to the fact that it looks very different than traditional classes, we have 
been happy with student engagement in distance learning so far, but I have a few 
reminders and tips for everyone to make the process as successful and productive as 
possible: 

 We realize that there are reasons why students may sometimes not be able to 
participate in a class in real time, this really is the best way to stay current with 
your learning, so please do your very best to show up to those class meetings on 
time and prepared every day.  

 We can’t give you feedback on or credit for work we don’t receive, so make sure 
your work is getting done and coming in to your teachers on a regular basis. If 
you are having trouble keeping up or need an extension on an assignment, reach 
out to the teacher before it is due – they are here to help support you.  

 A Zoom or Meet appointment is a school setting, so remember that there are 
some expectations for appropriate participation. Log in with your real name 
identified and your camera working, and we would rather see you at a desk or 
table than in your bed. If your family pet wants to make an appearance, that is 
great – and consider sending a picture of you and your pet distance learning 
together to me for posting, or post it to Twitter and tag it with @HauserWHS and 
#LancersTogether.  

 Academic integrity is extremely important – remember, who you really are is 
defined by what you do when no-one can see you. Distance learning sometimes 
makes it easier and more tempting to take shortcuts while making it harder to 
get support, but we still expect you all to be doing and turning in only your own 
work. If you are ever unsure about whether an assignment is meant to be group 
or individual work, just ask your teacher – they will be happy to clarify that for 
you.  

After a rainy and cold week, the weekend forecast looks great, so I hope you all have a 
great sunshine-filled (bust still socially distant) weekend. 

Go Lancers! 

Andre Hauser 
WHS Principal 

#LancersTogether 

 


